A Service of the Word
Fifth Sunday of Lent
A Service of the Word

¶

Preparation

All

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.

All

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Hymn or song
Prayers of Penitence
[Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.]
God shows his love for us
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let us then show our love for him
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
cf Romans 5.8
All

All

Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore to us the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Collect
Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All

Amen.

¶

The Liturgy of the Word

Psalm
Psalm 130
1

Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice; ♦
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2

If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, ♦
O Lord, who could stand?

3

But there is forgiveness with you, ♦
so that you shall be feared.

4

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; ♦
in his word is my hope.

5

My soul waits for the Lord,
more than the night watch for the morning, ♦
more than the night watch for the morning.

6

O Israel, wait for the Lord, ♦
for with the Lord there is mercy;

7

With him is plenteous redemption ♦
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Reading
John 11.1-45`
A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he
whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
1
2

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said
to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he
told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken
him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’
13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’
16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that
we may die with him.’
7

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said
to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him,
‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.’
17
18

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him,
‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved
28

him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the
glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said,
‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come
out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
38

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.
45

Sermon
The Creed
All

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

¶

Prayers
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers usually include these concerns and may follow this sequence:

¶

The Church of Christ Heavenly Father, we pray for your church throughout the
world. Let us be good at doing church differently, worshipping together even when
we are physically distant. Help us to be a church that cares and looks out into the
communities we serve.

¶

Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority Heavenly Father, we pray
for your creation, for the way we care for your world and for the healing of the
planet. We pray for humanity that in this difficult time we may become better at
caring for each other. Protect Elizabeth our Queen and all in authority. Give
wisdom to the leaders of all nations.

¶

The local community Heavenly Father, we pray for the communities where we live.
We give thanks for all those who are volunteering to help care for those in
isolation. We pray all may receive help who need it. We pray that we remain
connected to each other.

¶

Those who suffer Heavenly Father, we pray for all those who suffer in body, mind or
spirit. Comfort and heal all those who are ill, in pain or are fearful. Bring us healing
and wholeness.

¶

The communion of saints Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for those we love but
see no longer. Comfort all who mourn, bring them your peace. We pray for those
families affected by the change in funeral arrangements. Surround them with you
love.
These responses may be used

All

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end

All

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

¶

Conclusion
Blessing

All

Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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