
 Beaminster Area Team
God our Father, renew our hope.  By the Holy Spirit’s power, strengthen us to 

pray readily serve joyfully and grow abundantly rejoicing in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.

Week: 27th September, 16th Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament Reading:  Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32
Psalm: Psalm 25: 1-8
New Testament: Philippians 2: 1-13
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21: 23-32

Reflection on the Gospel reading:
The Pharisees face Jesus again and ask him by what authority he is doing all that he does 
and teaches. Jesus responds by asking them where John the Baptist’s authority came from 
and they tell him they don’t know. Jesus says that he won’t tell them his own authority but 
instead tells them a story …a parable… and in effect tells them to think about this parable 
and respond.
The parable is about ‘doing the will of the father.’ The authority of John and Jesus  lies in the 
simple question ‘were they doing the will of the father?’ What is their authority? To have 
been told to go and work in the vineyard and to have obeyed ….the authority of the Fathers 
command and their own obedience.
In the parable one son says no to work in the vineyard and then comes to his senses and 
agrees. The other son says he will go and work but then does not. Words and actions.
Perhaps the responses to God are of two kinds: the person who says no, then repents and 
whose life yes, and that of the person who says yes but whose life says no. It’s an unsettling 
parable!
The Ven Patrick Evans

Collect for the 16th Sunday after Trinity 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to
hear the prayers of your people who 
call upon you; and grant that they may
both perceive and know what things 
they ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to fulfil
them; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Worship to enjoy at home
BBC Radio 4,  8.10am Sunday Morning 
Worship, Songs of Praise BBC1 1.15




