
Beaminster Area Team
God our Father, renew our hope.  By the Holy Spirit’s power, strengthen us to pray readily 

serve joyfully and grow abundantly rejoicing in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Week: 13th December, Third Sunday of Advent
Old Testament: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11
Psalm: Psalm 126
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
Gospel: John 1: 6-8,19-28

Reflection on the Gospel reading, written by Revd. David Campbell

It is a genuine privilege today to be invited to turn our minds once more to the 
captivating, demanding, powerful figure of John, the son of Elizabeth and Zechariah 
– the cousin of the man from Nazareth – who like the Deuteronomic prophets of the 
Jewish tradition who went before him, came to speak of one he did not know and to 
announce to the people of his generation the word of the Lord, knowing that that 
word would be the cause of joyful acceptance, of antipathy, of rejection, of violent 
protest. John was certainly a curious figure; his dress and diet were remarked upon 
as such. His message was a challenging one for all who heard it and proposed to 
take it seriously – “Repent and believe the good news.” But what was that good 
news? Ultimately, it was that there was one coming into the world who was greater 
than John, whose sandal John was not even worthy to stoop down to untie. Yes, at 
this one moment in divine history the Word of God was to be made flesh and would 
come again among his people in the form of a human being. A light shining in the 
darkness of despair, loss, pain, illness and unbelief. How much today we need to be 
assured that such a light of hope exists. How much today we need to acknowledge 
that the darkness which surrounds can never overcome, even when at its most 
threatening. Grounded on such hope did John live. Of such hope and for such hope 
did John speak up. And on account of the truth did John die. He was indeed the 
greatest of all those born of women.

Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming 
sent your messenger to prepare your way 
before you: grant that the ministers and 
stewards of your mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready your way by turning 
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, that at your second coming to judge 
the world we may be found an acceptable 
people in your sight; for you are alive and reign 
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Worship to enjoy at home
BBC Radio 4, 8.10am Sunday Morning Worship,
Songs of Praise BBC1 1.15pm


