
Beaminster Area Team
God our Father, renew our hope.  By the Holy Spirit’s power, strengthen us to pray readily serve joyfully 

and grow abundantly rejoicing in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Week: 31st January 2021, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Old Testament: Malachi
Psalm: Psalm 24 (1-6), 7-10
New Testament: Hebrews 2: 14-18
Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40

Reflection on the Gospel reading, by Barbara Mosse, Copyright The Archbishops’ 
Council 2017.

In today’s world there is constant pressure on us to respond instantly to situations and demands, with no 
time allowed for thought or reflection.  Such reflection was a feature of Mary’s life and character, as Luke 
tells us in verse 19 (‘Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart’) and we see that 
feature also at work in the two people Mary and Joseph meet when they take the baby Jesus to the 
temple: Simeon and Anna.

Closely akin to this quality in both was another: the willingness to wait on God patiently, day after day, in 
hope and expectation.  Simeon had been promised that he would not die ‘before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah’.  He could not have known precisely what that meant, but his long, patient time of obedient 
waiting on God meant that he was instantly able to see in the baby Jesus the Messiah he had been waiting 
for.  And the aged Anna, who never left the temple ‘but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night 
and day’ also recognized the Christ, and immediately began to speak of him ‘to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem’.

The encouragement to wait on God was already centuries old (Psalm 27.14), and remains equally valid for 
us today.  It is not usually a way of instant understanding, but of a slow, imperceptible growth in spiritual 
insight.  In hope and trust, how much time are you prepared to give today to waiting on God?

Collect for The Presentation of Christ in the Temple

Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented
 in the Temple, in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Worship to enjoy at home
BBC Radio 4, 8.10am Sunday Morning Worship, 
Songs of Praise BBC1 1.15pm


